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ANSWER to a LETTER, Oc. 


York, Dec. 29, 1758. 

OL the Dean of York think, 
that the Letter addreſſed to 
him would be confined within 

LY the Walls of this City, w where 
4 Motives of Dr. Topham's Conduct and 
Reſentments are very well underſtood, he 
would not have given himſelf the Trouble 
to anſwer it: But as it may poſſibly reach 
to other Places, where neither the Man nor 
his Motives are fo well known, and where 
the Dean may not have the Opportunity 
to ſpeak for himſelf, he thinks it but Ju- 
ſtice to his own Character, to anſwer fo 
much of that Letter as calls his Truth and 
Sincerity i in Queſtion. 8 5 


The Bean very well ene en That, 
at his firſt coming to York, he did, upon 
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on from one of Dr. Topham's 
Friends, expreſs an Inclination to ferve him 
when it ſhould be in his Power; and, to 
ſhew the Sincerity of his Intention to do fo, 
did, upon an Application of Dr. Braith- 
watt for the Commiſſaryſhip of Pickering 
and Pocklington, decline giving him any 
Hopes of it; by telling him, That he look'd 
upon himſelf as engaged to give it to Dr. 
Topham, from the general Promiſe made to 
his Friend; for theſe Juriſdictions being 
what Dr. Topham, very properly, calls the 
Dean's ALL, he would have had nothing 
left to oblige the Doctor with. The Dean 
therefore acquainted Dr. Topham with 
Dr. Ward's Application in Favour of 
Dr. Braithwart, and left it with him to 
judge for himſelf. 


121 
an Applicati 


The Particulars following, a from 
Dr. Topham's own Letters to the Dean, 
wall ny clear up this whale Tranſ- 
action: 


| Tondon, Feb. 4. 1748 . 
„ In regard to Dr. Braithwait's 
« Aﬀair, my Way of thinking in this 


« Matter, as you kindly refer it to me, 


e would entirely agree with yours, if ſome 
ns 


TY 


* {ate Incidents had not made fome little 
< Alteration in this Matter. Dr. Ward, 
<< who has always profeſſed much Friend- 
* ſhip, and has acknowledged Obligations 

« to me in ſome eſſential Matters, has 

really behaved, in ſome late Affairs, 

« very differently from what I Had Reaſon 


* . 


It would be giving you too much 
« Trouble to enter into a Detail of theſe, 
« eſpecially as I may ſhortly hope for the 
«« Pleaſure of ſeeing you; but, amongſt 
% other Things, he has cauſed Dr. B. to 
<< write to ſollicit the Patent of the Cleve- 
< land Archdeaconry, on the fame Terms 
< he now preſſes that of the Deanery. 
«« This Conduct of Dr. Ward no way in- 
« titles him (as J am ſure you will think 
«© when the whole is known to you) that 1 


«« ſhould recede, at his Requeſt, from any 
« Favour my Friends might intend me; 


and I am now very ſenſible of the Truth 
« of what your Prudence fuggeſted to me, 
that Thad been much too haſty and too 
ce explicit; but I could wiſh you would be 
* fo kind as to poſtpone concluding this 
1 Affair till after your Return from London. 
a A 2 Dr. 


* 


4 2 

« Dr. B. - I know, be more teizing 

« than I ould wiſh, but if you are ſo kind 
« as to ſay, That this Affair of the Cleve- 
« land e. ee having made it ne- 
ce ceſſary for me to talk and conſult with 
« my Friends how I ought to act, I have 
« wiſhed to refer this Matter till T had the 
« Pleaſure of ſeeing you in Town; but that 
“ you are perſuaded I am diſpoſed to oblige 


cc him in this Affair of the Netherx: 


ce But I beg Pardon for faying thus 
« much, as I am ſure your Prudence and 
7 Friendſhip to me will ſuggeſt a properer 

« Anſwer 1 than I can think of. In ſhort, 
« tho' I know, Dr. B's Ingratitude, yet I ſo 
« far pity his Circumftances, that I believe 
I ſhould be diſpoſed: to comply with both 
« theſe Preferments Dr. Ward has in View 
« for him, if Dr, Ward, at the fame Time 
cc © he ſollicits aF avour of you and Dr. St erne, 
« would. grant another. of ſurrendering. his 
&« Place of. Commiſſary. be holds under you 
6e Aer the Chagas WY Vork. 


en a © TOPHAM. 
oY 15 Bilier Letter dated 7 ” April 18; 


I 748, the Doctor writes thus: 
os As 


13. 


— As Dr. Vard has propoſed to 
6 + the Juriſdiction of Pickering and 
75 Pocklington to Dr. Braithwazt, if you 
« have not any other Objection, I ſhall 
4 very readily grve up what INTEREST 
* ariſes to me, in theſe Furididtions, from 
« your Eren and Regard.” Jam, &c. 


F. TOPHAM. 


By this laſt 3 the Dean oaths 
upon himſelf, releaſed from his Promiſe 
made to Dr. Topham. Dr. Braithwaif 
enjoyed the Profits of the Place from the 
Kindneſs of Dr. Ward; but the Dean, tho 
fully. at Liberty, did not make any Promiſe 
of the Patent to Dr. Braithwazt, till after 
he had received the eee Letter a 
Dr. Tophan - 7 


9 S 2 ork, May: 215 1750: 
Efore I left London, and finceT came 
to this Place, I have had two or 
cc, —_ Applications from Dr. Braithwazr, 
« to deſire Iwould intercede with you in his 
* F avour, about the Deanery] N 4 and, 
« tho' his preſent State of Health ſeems 
more deſperate than ever, yet if his ſuc- 
* ceeding in this will make the remaining 
% Part of his. Life more happy, I am ſure 
“you will be POTN with W it in 
"I | ce vour 


£63 
« your Power to exerciſe ſuch an Act of 
* good Nature and Humanity. Dr. Ward 
« 3s at preſent upon a Viſit, but is expected 
here in two or three Days; and, when you 
tt are pleaſed to ſignify your being diſpoſed 
to accept his Reſignation, I believe Dr. 
<< Bratthwait will be able to procure his 


a Hand to it t immediately. f 
; F. TOPHAM. 


Some little Time after the Receipt of 
this Letter, Dr. Braithwart again applied 
to the Dean, who, in the Preſence of a 
Gentleman ſtill living, and who remembers 
the whole that paſſed, promiſed to grant 
Dr. Brambwait a new Patent. It is true 
that he never took out one, having defir'd 
to hold the Place without, during Dr. 
Ward's Life; telling the Dean, That the 
Profits of it were juſt Five Guineas per 
Ann. and the. Expence of a new Patent 
would be near two Years Value, which 
Dr. B. was willing to fave: But had he 
out-lived' Dr. Ward, and choſe to have 
taken out the Patent, the Dean was in 
Honour obliged to * him one; and 
would have done it. 1 al hut 

In Dr. Topham's printed 3 p. / it is ſaid, * That 
7 « Dr. Ward held the Deanery Patent ome Years after Dr. 


&« Braithwait's Death; but the Fact is, That De. Braithivair 
died in Auguſ 1750, and Dr. Ward the June following. 


121 
Thus it is clear the Dean was not onl7 
releaſed, by Dr. Topham, in one of the 
above Letters, from his Promiſe to Bim, 
but afterwards, at the Doctor's Requeſt, 
gave the Place to bis Friend for whom he 
ſolicited it. To which may be added, 
That Dr. Topham himſelf did nat ſo much 
as ſeem to think he had any further Preten- 
fions ; for, when the Vacancy happened, 
he never made the leaſt Application for 
the Deanery Patent, tho' it remained va- 
cant for near two Months. 


How far all this may be conſidered as 
valid according to ritt Forms of Law, the 
Dean will not pretend to fay ; nor enter 
into a Dif pute, whether a Freehold may be 

 refigned in a Letter; but he is ſure it was 
agreeable to every Thing which could be 
required of him, both in Honour and 
; Conſcience. And, ſurely, giving the Place 
to Dr. Topham's Friend, at his Requeſt, was 
the ſame as if the Dean had given it to Dr. 
Topham himſelf; for all that was promiſed, 
or pretended to be fo, was the Gift of one 
Turn only ; and tis preſumed Dr. Topham 


did not intend to have this Patent moe 
upon his Family. 


The Dean thinks himſelf obliged now to 
produce gther very ſufficient Reaſons for 


not 


[ 8 ] 


not beſtowing this, or any other Mark of 
F avour, upon Dr. T Pu. 


In the firſt Place, Would any one ima- 
gine that Dr. Topham, who was now Maſter 
of the Faculties —Commiſlary to the Arch- 
biſhop of Torx Official to the Archdea- 
con of Torx Official to the Archdeacon 
of the Eaſ- Riding Official to the Arch- 
deacon of Cleveland Official to the Pecu- 
liar Juriſdiction of Hovdenſbire Official 
to the Precentor—Official to the Chancel- 
lor of the Church of Tork and Official to 
ſeveral of the Prebendaries thereof, could 
accept of ſo poor an Addition as a Com- 
miſſaryſhip of Five Guineas per Annum ?— 
And to do him Juſtice, as before obſerved, 
he never aſk'd for it when it became vacant. 
But this was not the Dean's only Reaſon for 
not making him the Offer ; he has two 
others. | 


The Doctor well knows that the double 

and inſidious Part he had acted, in the Year 
1749, in the Diſpute between Archbiſhop 
Hutton and the Dean, relating to the Re- 
fidentiaryſhip, occaſioned the Dean's wri- 
ting a Letter to the Doctor, to let him 
know, He was not inſenſible of the Part 
he had acted, and to acquaint him with the 
| Suſ- 


12 1 
Suſpicions of his betraying the Intereſt of 
the Deanery to the Archbiſhop : A Practice 
rendered more probable by a Letter lately 
wrote, under his own Hand, to the preſent 
Archbiſhop's Daughter, in which he ex- 
preſſes himſelf in theſe Words: Probably 
* the Dean of York. may be no great Friend 
or Welk-wiſher of mine, in his Priva ate 
WWay of thinking, from my having AL- 
S ESPOUSED' the INTEREST of the 
SRE of York, in Lan choſe of 


« the DEN EI 


* 


* +; 08 9 Q ar * 
ne 2 * 


In Dr. Tophant 4 Anbrer: 6 . Lander, of 
the Dean's above-mentioned, he tells him, 
His Circumſtances; are eaſy and affluent, 
though not quite ſo large as the Dean's ; 
and place him above the Deſire of any Fa- 


vours in His Gift. i +. e 
N f * X 5 * IF } Nr | 1 Y A 1 


A4 * 


When the Dodos bad ths ied the 
Dean's Favours at His Head, he Wn 
Reaſon to lay therm again at his Feet) and 
Dr. 2 s Ooncfuet, at 48 asd 
eath t Grim 1 ſhip of the 

and er became Vacant, kon- | 
firmed the Dean in this Refolutſon. vai 


Upon, Dr. Wards Death, Dr. Topham 
wrote as follows: | 
* B 1 


5 
* 


1 

| Tori, June 29, 1751. 

— 1 A not mentioned to Dr. 
EE... Herring ng, Mr. Cowper, or Mr. Berdmore, 
% any Thing in relation to the Patent of 
your Commiſſary for as I pleaſe myſelt 
«with. Thinking, That you wiſh me_t 
< ſuetted Dr. Hard, I ſhould firſt chuſe to 
< have your Orders and Authority to ſay ſo. 
At is now. Term Time, and all Buſineſs 
1 is ſtoꝑt, and muſt continue ſo in your Of- 
t fice till your Pleaſure is known; and tho'; 
e under your Authority, by your Direction, 
they may make a Surrogate to go on with 

<« Buſineſs; yet I conclude you will not 


c chuſe td have any Patent paſſed till you 


* hy e _ in Chapter.” 
9. TOPHAM. 


This Letter 1 convince any one, that 
Dr. Topham did not think he had any Au- 


him to ſucceed Dr. Mardi in the Commiſary- 
ſhip of. the Daun and Chapter. The Bean 
Anſwer was to this Effect, *© Thave, by this 
« Poſt, ſent my Proxy for confirming your 

Patent of the Arehbi/bop' «Comnifſrofees. 
cc wil I with you Joy; and am, 


= > "WAR 
1. FOUNTAYNE. 


wn The 


_ 
: 7 


[ 11 ]} 
The Doctor found by this, that he copld 
not extort a Promiſe, in Writing, from the 
Dean, of theCommiſſaryſhip of the Dean and 
Chapter ; ; and the Dean does here, once for 
an, maſt ſalemnly declare, That, to the 
beſt of his Remembrance and Belief, he 
never, either in Words or in Wi riting, made 
Dr. Topham any Promiſe of the CoMMis- 
SARYSHIP of the DEAN AND CHAPTER; 
though the Doctor publickly accuſed the 


Dean of a Breach of that Promiſe. 


The Doctor i is now pleaſed ; artfully, to 
ſhift. the Promiſe from the Commiſſaryſhip 
of the Dean and Chapter to that of Pick- 
ering and Pocklington; and to put an An- 
ſwer into the Dean's Mouth, which he 
flatters himſelf he could never be weak 
enough to make, as the Time of a Prefer- 
ment's being vacant is rather the Time of 

rforming a Promiſe, than of making one. 
What the Dean Hts . * ll W 
ſeen by-and-by. 


The Doctor, conſcious that his own paſt 
Behaviour cut him out from all Ex 

tions of being favoured by the Dean in = 
Diſpoſal of the Comm: 7 of the Dean 
and Chapter, took a Step to obtain, by 
ws SG - De- 


[12] 

Deceit and Force, what he very well knew 
he had no Claim to from Friendſhip ; and 
went toWork, both by himſelf and Friend, 
to invite all the Prebendaries he could meet 


with, to attend at the ſucceeding Martin- 


mas Chapter, in order to force himſelf into 


the Commiſſary's Patent by a Majority of 
Votes i in Chapter. 


The Dean, having EE, 3 8 | Intelli- 
gence of this Attempt, came over on pur- 


pole to Nr4, to attend a Chapter in July, 


previous to the Martinmas Chapter, when 


he gave thoſe Orders which the Doctor is 


pleaſed to own he has ſifted out of the 


Dean and Chapter's hen Deputy- Regiſter; 
and with a full Intent not to produce the 


Patent unleſs the Dean was ſure of his 
Point, in having Friends enough preſent to 
paſt it in Chapter for Mr. Stables. 


This the Deb does not, or ever did, 


diſown; and ſhould think himſelf weak 


indeed, had he ſhewn the Doctor any Fa- 
vour after this violent Meaſure he had 


taken, or have rewarded him, after all, 
with making him a freſh Tender of the 


Dean's own Commiſſaryſhip of Pickering 
and Un even had he remained 


then 


f 


[ x3 ] 
then underany Promiſe to the Doctor: For, 
tho perhaps the Dean s. Notions- of Ho- 
nour (in which he hopes he is not ſingular) 
may not ſuit with the Doctor's Intereſt, 
yet the Dean can never think himſelf obli- 
ged to beſtow thoſe Favours upon his Ene- 
my, which he had promiſed to his F riend. 


As to the Affair of as Seſſions Dinner. 
the Dean did then, and does now, com- 
plain of the Injury Dr. Tophan attempted 
to. do his Character ; not, as the Letter- 
Writer (for Reaſons beſt known to himſelf) 
is now pleaſed to turn that Affair, Se- 
cauſe the Dean thought higſelf injured in 
the Doftor's giving out that he had made 
him a Promiſe of the Patent in the Dean's 
oon Gift of the JuRIsDICTION of Picker- 
ing and Pocklington, (which Promiſe the 
Dean never diſowned, or, as the Doctor is 
pleaſed to ſay, flatly and abſolutely denied) 
but the Injury of which the Dean com- 
plained was bing accuſed of @ Breach of 
Promiſe made of the CoMMISSARYSHIP of | 
the DEAN AND CHAPTER, as the fol- 
lowing Declaration of the Sr . 
preſent will en . 


2 rt, 


[ 14 ] 

| York, Dec. 22, 1758. 

E the under-written do atteſt, 
by this Inftrument to which 
«< we have here ſubſcribed our Names, 
© That we were preſent at the Seſſions 
“Dinner to which Dr. Topham refers, in 
« his Letter to the Dean of Yorks And 
« that, to the beſt of our Remembrance, 
and as we believe, what paſſed between 
& the Dean and Dr. Topbam, at that Time, 
« did not relate to the Commiſſaryſbip of 
&« Pocklington and Pickering, but to the 


Comm ifſaryſhip of the Dean and Chap- 
4% fer, which ſome Time before had been 
« given to Mr. Stables; and concernin g 
« which a Report had been ſpread, That 
« the Dean had broke his Word, having 
« promiſed, as it was talk d, the ſaid Com- 
0 '« miſfaryſhip to Dr. Topham. 


* 


„We do particularly remember, chat, 
4 as ſoon as Dinner was over, the Dean 
s defired Dr. Topham to do him Fuſtice in. 
« that Affair; having never, as he then de- 
« dared, made him any ſuch Promiſe. 
t Dr. Topbam, at firſt, diſowned his being 
« the Author. of fuch a Story to the Dean's 
«« Diſadvantage ; but being preſſed by Mr. 


Sterne, then preſent, with an undeniable 
cc Proof, 


18 1 

2 That he, Dr. Topham, did pro- 

ce pagate the ſaid Story, Dr. Topham did, 
« at laſt, acknowledge it; adding, as his 
© Reaſon or Excuſe for ſo doing, That he 
* apprehended (or Words to that Effect) 
he had a Promiſe, under the Dean's own 
«< Hand, of the Dean and Chapter's Com- 
< miſſaryſhip.——That the Dean affirmed 
e he never wrote any ſuch Letter, decla- 

xing it was not his Cuſtoni, or Manger; 
«to promiſe any Thing' which was. Dot 
* en in _ own Gift": SY 


= We doc MI That the Dean 
did then, publickly, call upon Dr. Top- 
um to produce the Letter in which 
« ſuch pretended Promiſe was made 
That the Dean did then produce to the 
% Company, and to Dr. Topbam, Dr. Top- 
. Bam's own Letter wrote to the Dean, 
« upon Dr. Fard's Death relating there- 
to; and in which Dr. Topham had re- 
4 queſted the Dean and Chapter's Com- 
e miferyſhip. This Letter was read, and 
*acktowledped, together with a Copy of 
«'the Dean's thereto, in which the Dean 
* took no Notice of the Requeſt” at All in 
« Dr. Topbams Letter ; but writes to this 
” Kr oſe, That he, the — would ſend 
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«, his Proxy: ſor. confirming the Patent of 
te the. Archbiſhop's Commiſſaryſhip, -4 | 
1 E be pt him rer 


I 
W. = ' HERRING, 


"WILL. BERDMORE, 
222 LAURENCE STERNE. 


+ * 5 
— 


Dior, Dec. 23, 1758. 
I Wilingly ſubſcribe to the above; 
” 1 and, to the beſt of my Remem- 
« brance and Belief; it contains a - true 
« Account of what was the Purport of 


« the Diſpute between the Dean and Dr. 


% Topham;—But I do not remember, at 


« this Time, the Circumſtance of —_— 


2 n. ep 820 Dohne:=. 


x JOHN. WILMBR. 


SSL "Dec. 24 17 58. n 
Was at the Meeting abovemention' d; 


and to the beſt of my Remem- 

10 3 che Subſtance of the above-writ- 

« ten Papers are. true :, Two Letters were 

40 produced, but cannot charge my. Me- 

« mory with the Contents of them, being 
« tired with the Mon? 


ee ANDERSON. 


N * 


N 1 


[L191] 
NMidalerborpe, Dec. 25, 1538. 


Was at tlie Meeting above-mention- 

ed, and do verily believe the Subſtance a 
cc *. the . Papers to be true, 1 
« do remember a Letter or two were pro- 
« duced; but at preſent cannot remember 
« the Contents thereof; but I underſtood 
« the Commiſſa ryſhip then in ES w_ 
« referred to, was the Commiſſa ry ſhip of 
« the Dean and Chapter, and hot + that of 
6 Packli ngton and Fax. wks 


F. BARLOW. ; 


Had Dr. Topham converſed with any of 
the Dean's Acquaintance, he night have 
known from ALL of them, that the Dean 
freely declared, He had once made him 2 
Promiſe of bis own C ommiſſaryſbip of Pick- 
ering and Pocklington, as any of them 
will atteſt ; 10 that the Doctor need not 
have taken fuch Pains to fingle out one Ac. 
guaintance of the Dean 's to bear Witneſs 

* Chancellor Herring, Mr. Berdmore, Mr. Sterne, Sir Ed. 
mund Anderſon, and Mr. Barlow, were all the Juſtices un 


with the Dean and Dr. Topham, at this Meeting. And Mr. 
Wilmer is Clerk of the Peace for the Liberty of St. Peters. 


[18] 

to, what he ſaid ; but if that nameleſs Per- 
ſon, i in the Doctor s Letter, gave the Infor- 
mation which the Doctor puts into his 
Mouth, his Ignorance of the Subject in Diſ- 
pute 1 muſt be his Excuſe : {vide Appendix.) 
For. the Dean will again, whenever he has 
Occaſion, be ready to uſe the ſame Expreſ- 
ſions he has lately done, That Dr. Top- 
ham ſerved the Dean in the ſame Manner 
he has done ſome other People, and clapp d 4 
Promiſe upon the Dean's Back about giving 
him the Patent of the COMMIsSARYSHIP 
of the DEAN and CHAPTER, which Pro- 
miſe he never made. 


As to the Doctor's Tenderneſs, his Tem- 
per, his Honour, his Integrity, the Dean 
has nothing to do with them: But as to 
the Sincerity of the Doctor's Friendſhip, 
the Dean will leave the World to judge of 
it from the following Fact: The Dean can, 
with Truth, affirm, That, before the pre- 
ſent Archbiſhop ſet Foot into this Dioceſe, 
Dr. Topþhem did aſſure his Grace, That he 
would find it very difficult, if not impoſſible, 
ta live upen good Terms with his Dean and 

er. 
| If 


(29 ] 
If the Dean's Paſſions and Reſentments 
were as ſtrong as the Doctor is pleaſed to 
repreſent them, he might, upon this Oc- 
caſion, have uſed Expreſſions which would 
have better ſuited the Doctor's Crime than 
his own Character; and, as the Provoca- 
tion was great indeed, might be almoſt 


juſtified in uſing much coarſe nnn in 
ſpeaking of him. 


The Dean will always expreſd he greit⸗ 
eſt Contempt and Abhorrence of any Man 
capable of giving ill Impreſſions, to an 
Archbiſhop, of his Dean and Chapter, (by 
repreſenting them as a Set of ffrange Poople; 
with whom he could not live upon good 
Terms) before he could poſſibly know any 
Thing of them; and endeavour to preju- 
dice his Grace againſt a Body of Men, who 
wiſhed to recommend themſelves, to the 
Archbiſhop's Eſteem, by ſhewing him 
every Mark of Duty and Reſpett 3 in their 


Power. 


The Reader will now w pleaſe to compare 
the Character given of the Dean, in Con- 
junction with the other Members of this 
Church, to the 8 with the fol- 
Townng Letter: of 


© 2 5 * 


* In Dr. Topham's 7 Letter, addreſſed to the Dean, 
he fixes the Date of this Letter to the 23d of Auguſt ; but, 
the Original, now in the Dean” 5 * bears Date the 1 2th. 
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: York, Aug. 12, 5. 
Dear Mr. Dax, 
HE Bearer of this, your worthy 
1 and good-natured Regiſter, Mr. 
«Clough, coming over into your Part of 
« the Country upon ſome Bufineſs of the 
<«.Stamp=Office, TI gave him the Trouble 
« of this upon an Affair of my own, tho? 
I hope E will have the Courage to ſpeak 
<«.to you about a Matter that highly in- 
Miro himſelf ; 'tho' his Modeſty and 
« Fear- of giving Offence will not allow 
R der and therefore you 
«muſt be ſo obliging as not to take any 
«Notice to him whatſoever of this Inti- 
« mation; but I muſt leave him entirely ta 
« himſelf _ | rats 


« This 3 from Mr. Baldero, I 
« receiv d, in Form, Mr. Attorney General's 
« Opinion upon the Subject of Mr. Dodf- 
« worth's late Patent, which he had be- 
« fore given, verbally, to Mr. Norton and 
* Mr. Boldero—The Purport of it is the 
« fame as Mr. Norton's, That Mr. Dod/-- 
er wworth's Patent is clearly good, valid, 
« and binding upon Succeſſion; and the an- 
N „ Mode * granting for - one Life.in 
| <6 * Pollction, 


21 
Poſſeſſion, or 55 one Lie! in Reverſion, 
20 infinitely the moſt ſafe and eligible; but 
60 what he had before greatly doubted of, | 
he now inclines to think, with Mr. Nor- 
ton, the more modern Grants, for #499 
0 Lives in Pofje Non, may alſo. be good. 
« As theſe late ae into the Dean and 
4 Chapter s Office have furniſh d us with-a 
State of the Uſage, with regard to the ſe- 
1 *;veral Patentsgranted in this Dioceſe, itap» 
pears that thoſe of the Commiſſary of the 
66 5 and Prerogative Courts have 
been granted only in Poſſeſſion, without 
4 a ſingle Inſtance of a Patent in Reverſion; 
« but then out of thoſe Patents thus granted 
« from the maſt early Period, in your Regi- 
*« ſters, quite down to the preſent Times, no 
te leſs than nine out of thirteen have been 
granted and enjoy'd for two Lives; which 
« was a Matter little, if at all Enten, or 
« ſiiſpected, as it happened that the three 
© Patents immediately preceeding mine 
«« were granted only for a ſingle Life each, 
« and every one of thoſe Perſons happened to 
* be remarkably long-lived: This Circum- 
4« ſtance of the Method of granting theſe 
© Patents - being ſo de er unknown, 
« might poſſibly thu EET much to 
% my e but I have great Reaſon 
cc to 


| [ 22 ] 
<« to think it is happily diſcovered early 
enough to convince me of the Regard 
« and Eſteem of my Friends; nor indeed 
% have I the leaft Reaſon to doubt of his 
«« Grace of Yor#'s being ſo obliging as to 
“ permit me to open my Patent, and to 
re add the Life of another proper Perſon 


«to it; in the compleating of which I 
0 pleaſe myſelf with thinking his Grace of 


«© York and your humble Servant will be 
« favoured with your Conſent and Con- 
e currence, and that of the Chapter. 1 
« have alſo the further Pleaſure to think, 
ih «© That if the proper Perſon made choice 
1 «© of ſhould, not out of Neceſfity, but for 
T3 r greater Decency, want any new Degree 
[| | «© in Law, that his Grace of Canterbury, 
{Þ « at my Requeſt, would immediately con- 
iF « ferit, as he has given me ſo many and 
« ſuch ſtrong Aſſurances of his being ready 
and diſpoſed to do me any . Service in bis 


cc Power. 


bs 
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% Your good Wilkes to me would, 1 
te am perfiided: make you conſider it as 
a Want of Prudence in me, if I did not 
immediately ſet about perfecting chis 
« Matter, whilſt my Friends and Well- 
«© wiſhers are in their preſent Stations ; 
; 6 ſince, 
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e ſince, as I have very lately had a privare 
« Intimation of the Biſhop of Wincheſter 


having juſt had ſome very alarming 
66 Symptoms, I muſt expect to be able 


« ſoon to congratulate you on your being 
added to the Bench of Biſhops. 


" When my Matters- are- in a proper 
* State of Forwardneſs for your receiving 


« the uſual Letters to requeſt the F avour 


« of your ſending your Conſent to your 
« Proxies and Repreſentatives here, you 
* will have the Trouble of this Applica- 
5 tion ; but, in the mean Time, I muſt 

<« beg you will be ſo obliging as to give 
me the Pleaſure of hearing from you, 


e by a Line given to Mr. Clough, that I 


% may depend upon your ſending, in due 


Time, the proper Orders; tho, for the 
* preſent, I muſt intreat the fürther Fa- 


« your of your keeping this Matter en- 
*« tirely to yourſelf; nor ſhall I communi- 
<« cate what you are ſo kind as to ſay to 
<* me, on this Occaſion, to any other than 
« his Grace of York, to whom I have Rea- 
e ſon to think any Kindneſs to me 3 be 
6 "Ou" * | 
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My Gout, I flatter myſelf, is on the 

<© Decline, tho' it goes off ſlowly; but 1 

% pleaſe myſelf with thinking that the 
Bath Waters will greatly. contribute to 
give me @ good Winter, and to enable 
* me to perform my Promiſe to his Grace 
« of Canterbury, of ſpending ſome man. 
this next Winter! in Town. 


Mrs. 7 opban. jains in every 8 

« ment and good With to you and Mrs. 

Fountayne, with, Dear Sir, 
Tur much obige 


and moſt obedient 
15 humble Servant, 


F, TOPHAM. 


| The Dean was * to on the Doctor 
thought the following Anſwer ſo proper 
and very civil; but leſt, by that, be ſhould 
inſinuate that the Dean made him any 


Framiſe, he chuſes to publiſh it, as it will 


not take much. Time i in the Peruial. 


An. Melton, Aug. 145 17 58. 


Recieved your Letter hy Mr. Clough, 
4 and ſhall take the firſt Opportunity 


to examine the Regiſters in our Office 
— 


[ 5 4] 


relating to the Patents of the Commiſ- 
* fary, and alſo to confult my Brethren at 
« York, upon the Affair you mention. 


I flatter myſelf that the Archbiſhop 
« will not doubt of my Readineſs to com- 
« ply with any Requeſt his Grace may 
«© make to me, being confident that he 
« would not aſk me to lend a helping 
« Hand for the depriving his Succeflors of 


« any of their cuſtomary Privileges. of the 
'86 ann. IIA 


Jam, Sir, 


Your moſt a 
humble Servant, 


'L FOUNTAYNE. 


| The Doctor will now ſee, chat the 
Dean does not put the Teſt of Dr. Top- 
ham's Sincerity upon the Dates of his two 
Letters: But if he was really in earne}t 1n 
his Profeſſions of Friendſhip to the Dean, 

and in all his good Wiſhes contained in 
his Letter, of the 12th of Auguſt, (whith 
the Dean muſt have a very uncommon 
Share of Vanity to believe) it muſt ſeem 
ſtrange that he could, ſo haftily, give up 
* that great Friendſhip; upon the hear- 


, D ſay 
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ſay Evidence of ſome unknown Perſon, 
without ſo much as ever once inquiring of 
the Dean, whether it was true or falſe; 
and to proceed, without farther Evidence, 
to do all in his Power, by Inſinuations, to 
leſſen the Dean in the Opinion of the 
Archbiſhop; as a Proof of which it may 
be neceſſary to exhibit Part of the Doctor's 
Letter, wrote to the preſent ee 8 
| —_ as follows: 


— „Long before any | thing of my 
Patent was thought of, I not only moſt 
* ſincerely lamented the Archbiſhop' s III- 
<« neſs, but made it my Buſineſs to inquire 
& after every Place and Remedy that might 
help his Grace in his Complaints; whilſt 
l at this very Time, another Perſon [mean- 

ing the Dean] was ſtudying how to pay 
« his Court in other Places; and, before 
% Word was faid about my Patent, he 
e took Occaſion to ſay to ſome: intimate 
Friend of his, That he was upon the 
Eve of an * I b vhis 
Grace.“ Gr 0 H f 0. 


- 
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The Dean remains yet a Stranger to 
what the Doctor can mean by, paying Bis 
Court, &c. but is very ready tor: own, 
wa] Ci That 
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That he often declared, That he feared 
his Friendſhip with the Archbiſhop could 
not be very laſting, not from the Want, 
(as the Doctor is pleaſed to inſinuate in his 
Letter) of any friendly Diſþofition towards 
this ſame Reverend Prelate, but from the 


Influence which the Doctor pretended to 
Have at Biſhopthorpe. 


The Dean is wholly unacquainted with 
the Doctor's Meaning, as to what he ſays 
of his writing to any Perſon, fo live well 
with the Dean of York, having never ſu- 
ſpeed him of any Act of that Nature; 
and, as to all the Do&or's Wit upon the 
Occaſion, the Dean has no other Anſwer 
to give to it than this, That, ſeriouſiy, he 
has Vanity enough to believe he never yet 
loſt a Friend who was worth keeping, 


The Dean cannot wonder that the Doc- 
tor, who has been ſo conſiderable a Gainer 
by Differences in the Church of York, 
ſhould be ſo inclinable to find out freſh 

Occaſions of Ditpute ; but yet the Dean 
will not, from any Thing he can ſay, give 
up his Opinion, That he knows of no op- 
poſite Intereſts to ſeparate the Archbiſhop' 
from his Dean and Chapter ; though poſ- 


D 2 ſibly 
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count in ſeparating them. 
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ſibly the Doctor may have found his Ac- 
As to the 
Ozftacles to their Agreement, which the 


Doctor has ſtarted, the firſt is a Caſe Which 


never happened when the Dean was pre- 
ſent, and never but once when he was ab- 
ſent; and, when it did happen, the Con- 
duct of the Doctor was ſo remarkable, that 
the Dean cannot help relating it at Length, 
having very ſufficient Authority for the 
Truth of what he fays. 


The A rchbiſhop' s Brother, Dr. Gilbert, 
was to be inſtalled into a Prebend ; and, by 
the Advice of Dr. Topham, deſired that 
immediate Obedience ſhould be paid to the 
Archbiſhop's Mandate, and not to wait for 
the u/ual Capitular Forms and Ceremonies; 
according to which, he could not be, re- 
oularly, inſtalled till the third Day after the 
Reception of the Mandate. Chancellor 
Herring, who was the Senior Reſidentiary 
then preſent, offered to inſtall him the firſt 
Day, if Dr. Gilbert thought it would oblige 
the Archbiſhop, and that he, Dr. Gilbert, 
choſe to run the Hazard of not being in- 
ſtalled regularly, according to the Cuſtoms 
of the Church; and theſe Dr. Gilbert 
thought proper to comply with: But Dr. 


Top- 
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Topham declared, in leſs than an Hour's 
Time, both to Chancellor Herring and 
Mr. Berdmore, another of the Refidenti- 
aries, that He could not poſſibly be inſtalled 
ſafely any other Way, tho' the Doctor's own 
Advice to Dr. Gilbert was expreſſly contrary 
to his Advice to the Chancellor and Mr. 
Berdmore. | 


As to the ſecond Obſtacle to the Agree- 
ment which the Doctor mentions, of Bat- 
Ter ſea Leaſes, had he known what he was 
about, he muſt have known that no ſpecial 
Proxy of the Dean's was ever ſent for put- 
ting the Seal of the Dean and Chapter to 
any one yet. 


Upon the whole, by the Manner of the 
Doctor's addreſſing himſelf to the Dean 
upon his Notion of Decanal Rights and 
Authority in Capitular Matters, any one 
mult imagine, that the preſent Dean was 
the Coiner and Contriver of the whole 
Body of them; and that, before his coming 
into the Church of York, there were no 
ſuch Things heard of as Capitular Forms, 
Special or General Proxies, &c. tho' the 
Doctor himſelf has always applied, where 
his own Intereſt was concerned, for a Spe- 
cial Proxy. The Dean is not conſcious of 

any 
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any Encroachments made by him upon any 
Man's Rights; and hopes no one but 


Dr. Topham would accuſe him of any im- 


moderate Love of Power, or of any At- 
tempts to increaſe it beyond the Bounds in 
which he found it; but, in caſe he had, 
the Dean thinks himſelf no way account- 
able for his Conduct to Dr. Topham, who 
has juſt as much Knowledge as he has Bu- 
ſineſs in the Affairs of the Dean and Chap- 
ter of York. 


If the Dean may, in his Turn, preſume 
to give Advice, he would recommend it to 
Dr. Topham, never more to facrifice his 
Friend to the Hearſay Evidence of ſome 
nameleſs Perſon ; but to give his Friend, 
if he really thinks him ſuch, ſome Oppor- 
tunity to anſwer for himſelf before he com- 
mences his Enemy, and ſets to Work to 
do him every ill Office in his Power. 


As the Dean has the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to 
believe that Dr. Topham has ſuſpected him 
of doing him ill Offices with the Arch- 
biſhop, in relation to the Doctor's procu- 
ring a ſecond Life to be added, in hisGrace's 
Patent, for the Benefit of the Doctor's Fa- 
mily, the Dean cannot take Leave of 
Dr. 


144 

Dr. Topbam (which he is now determined 
to do once for all) without moſt ſolemnly 
declaring to him, That, before the 7th of 
November laſt, he neither knew nor ſuſpect- 
ed, that there was the leaſt Miſunderſtand- 
ing between the Archbiſhop and Dr. Top- 
ham, upon any Account whatſoever ;' and, 
till two Days before he met the Doctor at 
Biſhopthorpe, did not know that his Grace's 
Patent was the Occahon of that Miſunder- 
ſtanding; not one ſingle Word having ever 
paſſed between the Archbiſhop and the 
Dean concerning that Patent; though, 
from the Uſe made of the Archbiſhop's 
Name, in Dr. Topham's Letter to the Dean 
of the 12th of Auguſt, any one would ima- 

gine, that when Dr. Topham wrote to the 
Dean for his Conſent and Concurrence in 
confirming that Patent, that he wrote by 
his Grace's expreſs Direction, or at Teaft 
that his Grace was in ſome Meaſure ac- 
quainted with his ſo doing ; neither 'of 
which was the Fact: The Dean therefore 
hopes he can give the Doctor no Offence 
to ſay, That his Suſpicions have been as 
Unjuſt, as his Method of Revenge is both 
Dyhonaurabie and a yrs 228 


„ wel; rt} 
- Ns. 


—_—_— 


5 
5 

& 

{4 


[ 32 1] 
sek. 


HE Dean thinks it no Buſineſs of 
his to contradict any Account gi- 
ven of the Dates of the two Letters which 
the Doctor mentions in his Poſtſcript *, ha- 
ving never ſaid himſelf, or heard any other 
Perſon ſay, that they both bore Date the 
vey ſame Day. 
A 
As Parts only of ſome Letters of Dr. 
Topham's, and not the whole, have. been 
printed in this Anſwer It may be neceſ- 
ſary to inform the Publick, That the Rea- 
ſons thereof were to avoid Prolixity ; and 
becauſe the Parts of ſuch Letters, which 
are omitted, refer to other Perſons and 
Things, and therefore not thought proper 
to be printed : But the original Letters, at 
large, now in the Dean's Hands, will be 


ſhewn to any Gentleman who mall __ 
it. 


The Dean 1 likewiſe * 3 
1 AL of the Doctor's in his Poſſeſſion. 


wn AP 
* What the bea calls his Civil Letter to che Dean bears 


Date the 1 2th gut laſt, not the 2 3d, as already obſer- 
ved; and hi — Letier concerning the Dean, has no 
Date at all. 


APPENDIX. 


Der, Dec. 24, 17 * 

DDE it known that I the underwritten, 
upon reading Dr. Topham's Letter, 
« to the Dean, believed myſelf to be the 
&« Perſon, who, in the fifth Page of that 
Letter, the Doctor affirms to be the 
& Acguaintance of the Dean's who wiſhed, 
to know, How the Matter really ſtood, 
« in relation to the Dean's Denial of his 
« having ever made any Promiſe of his 
« Patent. I thought it my Duty, as an 
© honeſt Man, to go to the Dean, and ac- 
% quaint him with what had paſſed be- 
ce twixt the Doctor and myſelf, which I 
« freely, and from my Heart, declare to 
be as follows: 


« Sometime at the latter End of Novem- 
ce ber laſt, a Perſon came to me with a 
«« Meſlage from Dr. Topham, telling me, 
« The Doctor bad beard ſeveral Seandalous 
« Things I had ſaid of him concerning Bis 
„Affair with the Archbiſhop ; and that he 
« was reſolved to " up, the next Poſt, 

66 70 
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London, to apply for an Information 
« Again me in the Court of King's Bench. 
« And the ſame Perſon told me, My be/? 
« Way was to go to the Doctor.— In great 
Fear and Confuſion, I went to him to 
« his Houſe : After having talk'd about 
«* the Affair above-mentioned, we fell into 
«© Diſcourſe about the Dean, in which I 
&« ſaid, He had told mne the Doctor had 
'«* clapp'd a Promiſe upon his Back he had 
e never made; which was, in 'Truth, all 
the Dean had ſaid to me: And Ido pro- 
teſt, That, as to the Difference of the 
« two Patents, or the Nature of them, they 
« were Things ſo much out of my Way, 
« I knew nothing about them; but believe 
I might, as Matter of my own Opinion, 
* fay, I did not think the Dean had made 
* him any Promiſe; for I did not believe he 
*-would have broke it if he had. The 
« Doctor aſk'd me many Queſtions, and 
« what Anſwers I made him I am ſure 1 
i « cannot now recollect; but from the 
bb % Doctor's Threats, and the Confuſion I 
I "te was in, I did, or might, ſay what he 

7 mentions in bis n or mote. BED 
About ar Das ever his, che Doc: 
* tor ſent another Meſſage, to deſire me 
© 
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* to go to him, which I accordingly did; 
« and he then, to my Amazement and 
« Confuſion, produced a Paper to me, 
which he ſaid was the Purport of the 
« Converſation he had with me, the Time 
J had been with him before, reduced 
tc into Writing, and offer d to read it to 
„ me: But, whilſt he was reading it, I 
« immediately, in a Paſſion, went out of 
« the Room from him, ſeverely ſhock'd 
te at being thus artfully trepann d. This 
« I declare to be the Truth. 


IS AAC NEWTON. 
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Page 32. In the Foot- Note, Line 3, for Civil read U- 
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